October 19, 2004

Town Board Minutes

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday, October 19, 2004 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall, located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI



Supervisor



JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilperson



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilperson



ANN LINDAU



Councilperson



JOHN E. SLOAN



Councilperson

Also present: JO-ANN DYCKMAN


Town Clerk

THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO


DOTS/ Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON


DES/Director





JEFF TKACS



DES/Homeland Sec. Coor.



FRAN SURAK



DES/Dir. Office for Aging



CLAUDIA VAHEY



Human Res. Director



CATHERINE M. HOFFMAN

Dep. Town Clerk

· * * * * * * * * *        

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

· * * * * * * * * *      

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Senior students from Hendrick Hudson High School who are participating in the Participation in Government class under the leadership of Mr. Hallock led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance.
· * * * * * * * * *       

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS on PROJECTS and ISSUES

Supervisor Puglisi announced a forthcoming senior citizen affordable apartment groundbreaking ceremony scheduled for October 26th.  This Jacobs Hill complex is a project on Route 6 supported by the Town Board, Supervisor and senior citizen population.

· *       

Flu vaccinations are on the minds of many.  There is a shortage of the vaccine in the nation.  Supervisor Puglisi said the Town is making every effort to obtain vaccine and as soon as it is located, announcement will be made on Channel 78 and, also, the Town’s website.

· *      

Employee of the Quarter, Cora Morabito, who works at the senior center was presented with a Certificate of Award.  She has worked for the Town since 1984 when she was hired as a part time driver for the nutrition program.  She is now Nutrition Site Manager, a full time employee. 

-1-

October 19, 2004

Town Board Minutes

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Her attendance, her record and willingness to go the extra mile for the Senior Nutrition Program is superb.  Supervisor Puglisi introduced Mrs. Morabito.  Fran Surak, the department head, and Councilmember Farrell, who presented and read a Certificate of Award to Cora, joined her at the podium.

* *

HOMELAND SECURITY REPORT

Jeff Tkacs said the Town of Cortlandt hosted the Homeland Safety and Security Summit on October 7th, the first of what is hoped to be an annual event.  The purpose of the gathering was to provide an awareness to the public of the emergency plans and emergency responders and an update of their activities and progress in the post 9/11 environment.  The website of the Town provides a great deal of information on these various subject matters.

On tonight’s agenda there is a resolution before the Town Board to perhaps adopt the National Incident Management System, an initiative of the federal Department of Homeland Security.

* * * * * * * * * *      

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by the Town Clerk, all Councilpersons indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *    

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Ann Lindau  reported that the monthly meeting of Cortlandt Advisory Committee will be held on October 21st from 7 to 9 p.m.

She urged that everyone vote in the coming general election, stressing it’s an important right we have.

A good friend, Andy Macchi, passed away and Councilmember Lindau said she would like to honor his memory which the Supervisor said will be done at the end of the meeting.

* *     

Councilmember John Sloan said he had just returned from a Global Information System  (GIS) conference.  He said we now have at our computer fingertips information that used to take considerable research to obtain and is available twenty-four hours a day.

He then spoke of the dysfunctional Albany legislature.  He said on the local level every effort is made to perform government on a decent, honest level, with efficiency.  This does not happen on the state level.  He said the outgrowth of this situation was a 1988 report done by the Grand Center for Justice at NYU.  This eighty-eight page report does a thorough legal English writing version of the devastating tactics that the Senate and Assembly employ not to do democracy.  He gave some summary excerpts from the New York State Legislative Process and Evaluation Blueprint for Reform.

He said he feels it’s incumbent upon local representatives to keep talking and raising issues because it affects everything that we do from unfunded mandates to Albany to how tickets get paid in the Town. 
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TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Primarily and fundamentally, democracy is not being done and it’s incumbent upon people like us to keep raising these questions and, by all means, to get procedures and rules that both the Senate and Assembly have adopted for their own coziness, to change and change so that, in fact, legislators are conducting representative democracy.

* *       

Councilmember Frank Farrell thanked the Purchasing Director, Peter McMillan, for preparing and submitting to the board a report that discussed hybrid, or alternative fuel vehicles.  He said he hopes that we will be able to phase these types of vehicles into our fleet.  He’s been driving one for about a year and a half and it gets 46 to 48 miles a gallon.  He feels our Building Inspector or other staff could be getting the same mileage.

He said while he has always felt “Be American, Buy American.”  He said that now, while he wants to support the American worker, we really need to alert American management that they are not making the right decisions with respect to what they’re building.  He said he’s very disappointed to see that America doesn’t seem to value it’s place as a leader in world technology and intellectual innovation.  He hopes that if enough people buy these cars, sending the signal that this is what we want, the people who make the decisions will get the message.

* *       

Councilman Joe Cerreto reminded everyone that the annual Veteran’s Day event will be taking place on November 11, 2004, 12:30 p.m. at Mongero Park.

Councilman Cerreto discussed the FDR Hospital, Montrose, saying the Board has been trying to get the ear of Washington officials, saying the Town could help them to save money and preserve benefits and services for the veterans and, at the same time, helping the Town by using the FDR campus for our recreation programs.  Even the Hendrick Hudson School District is interested in restoring the swimming pool on the grounds in partnership with the Town. We have been tremendously unsuccessful in getting anybody to listen to us.

Mr. Cerreto read portions of a bill he had written that had recently been submitted by Congresswoman Kelly to the House of Representatives.  It deals with keeping the Montrose VA open and getting them to listen to the Town of Cortlandt’s proposals.  


It directs the Secretary of Veteran Affairs to sit down with the Town Board to take a look at the proposal.  It gives the Town the opportunity to protect the services that the veterans of this community and the veterans in the facility receive.  It keeps the jobs in place and it makes the community become part of that program.

Councilmember Cerreto stressed that the Town Board is committed to keeping the veterans in this Town, to protect them and reward them for what they’ve done.  Some of the things that the Town is planning, such as recreational activities, would be made part of that campus.

* * * * * * * * * *      

APPROVAL of MINUTES

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 14, 2004 and the Special Meeting of September 27, 2004 were unanimously approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman on motion made by Councilmember Sloan and Councilmember Cerreto.

* * * * * * * * * *     
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

a. Public Hearing to consider establishing the South Lafayette Sewer District.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as it had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi advised that the Public Hearing will be adjourned until the November meeting since the board needs additional information.

Supervisor Puglisi called the Public Hearing to order at 8:14 p.m. and asked for anyone wishing to speak.

There was no one desiring to speak and the Public Hearing was adjourned  until November 16, 2004 on motion made by Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau, all voting AYE.

 * * * *        

b. Public Hearing for proposed agreement with the Continental Village Fire  Department for fire protection in the consolidated Continental Village Fire District for 2005, 2006 and 2007.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.

Supervisor Puglisi called the Public Hearing to order at 8:15 p.m., saying this is a pro forma item.

Thomas Wood, Town Attorney, said the Town Board has to enter into a contract with the Continental Village Fire Department to provide fire protection in the area served by the Continental Village Fire Protection District.  This would be for calendar years 2005, 2006 and 2007 at an annual payment of $71,000.

There was no one additional who wished to speak, the hearing was closed on motion of Councilmember Lindau, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *        

Councilmembers Lindau and Farrell moved to adopt the following legislation:

RESOLUTION NO. 334–04 – RE:  Adopt a negative declaration in the matter of an agreement with the Continental Village Fire Department for fire protection in the consolidated Continental Village Fire District 2005 – 2007.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 335–04 – RE:  Authorize an agreement with the Continental Village Fire Department for fire protection in the consolidated Continental Village Fire District for calendar years 2005, 2006 and 2007.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         
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HEARING of CITIZENS, (agenda items only.)

Speaker: 
Andrew Fischer



Cortlandt Manor, NY

Subjects:
Lincoln Titus access road.



Smart machine.



Reduction in maintenance security for Hollowbrook Mews.

* *     

Speaker:
Scott Jerutis



Quaker Hill Drive

Subject:
Petition re. abandoned foundation.

* *       

* * * * * * * * * *        

REPORTS

Councilmembers Farrell and Sloan moved that the following monthly reports be received and ordered filed:

March, April, 2004  -  DES/Recreation Division.

August, 2004  -        DOTS/Water Division and DES/Office for the Aging.

September, 2004 -   Purchasing Department, DOTS/Office for the Aging, Receiver of 

         Taxes and Town Clerk.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *   

OLD BUSINESS

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following documents be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Cerreto:

Letter from the Lakeland Central School District with respect to development within the Town of Cortlandt.

* *      

Report from the Purchasing Director with respect to hybrid vehicles.

* *      

Letter from Edward Doyle with respect to 5 Whittier Avenue.

* *        

Letters from Gail Ruh, Seventh Street, Verplanck (2) and Donald Zern, Westchester Avenue, Buchanan (1),  regarding Lake Meahagh and the floodgate.  Refer, also to DOTS and DES.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *       
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NEW BUSINESS

Councilmember Cerreto moved to receive and file the following documents, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Letter from Carlos and Mia Bottarini regarding loitering issues on Rancho Drive.  Refer to New York State and Westchester County Police Departments and DES to evaluate possible signage.

* *      

Letter dated September 28, 2004 from the Village of Croton requesting removal of two parcels from the tax rolls. Refer, also, to the Legal Department and the Receiver of Taxes.

* *       

Petition from residents of Quaker Hill Drive with respect to an abandoned foundation.  Refer, also, to DOTS.  AMENDED to include petition dated October 18, 2004 and a letter from Scott Jerutis.

* *       

Letter from the Verplanck Residents’ Association with respect to the sale of property owned by Con Edison in Verplanck.

* *       

Letter from Cortway Apartments with respect to sanitation services.  Refer, also, to DES.  AMENDED to include Refer, also, to the Legal Department.

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell asked that this be amended to refer, also to the Legal Department.

* *        

Letter from Philip Segal with respect to traffic issues on Pine Lane.  Refer, also, to DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

* *       

Two (2) memos from the Town Attorney with respect to requests for license agreements with the Town.  Refer, also, to DES and DOTS.

* *        

E-mail from Ellen Rose of John Dorsey Drive with respect to the Town’s Noise Ordinance.  Refer, also, to Legal and DOTS.

* *       

Letter from Otto Staats of Westchester Avenue, Buchanan with respect to Lake Meahagh.  Refer, also, to DOTS.

* *      

Letter from the Fire Advisory Board with respect to duplication of street names.  Refer, also, to the Planning Board and the Assessor.

* *       
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NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

Letter from Gail Roake of Popps Road with respect to road maintenance.  Refer, also, to DES.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found recorded in full context and affixed to the end of this document.)

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 336–04 – RE:  Authorize the Town Attorney and the Town Comptroller to draft a Request for Proposals with respect to the minutes for the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals.  AMENDED to include the Cortlandt Advisory Council.

Discussion:  Councilmember Lindau said it is her understanding that Mrs. Grexa is going to be taking the minutes of the CAC meetings.  The Personnel Director, Claudia Vahey, said the position would be included in the study.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 337–04 – RE:  Adopt the Department of Homeland Security National Incident Management System.

* *         

RESOLUTION NO. 338–04 – RE: Authorize an agreement with the Croton Cortlandt Center for the Arts for $5,000 for the year 2004.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 339–04 – RE: Award Bid #04-22 to Golden’s Tree Service for snow and ice removal on various roads for the 2004/2005 season.

* *     

RESOLUTION NO. 340–04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to award a professional service agreement to Ralph G. Mastromonaco  for design services for a Little League field at Sprout Brook Park.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 341-04 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to enter into professional services agreement with Ralph G. Mastromonaco for engineering design services for soccer fields at Sprout Brook Park.

* *    

RESOLUTION NO. 342–04 – RE;  Authorize DOTS to 
enter into a professional services agreement with Schnabel Engineering North for engineering design services for the Cortlandt Dam.
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RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * *       

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, as amended, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 343–04 – RE: Authorize the Director of DES to research the cost of a second Smart Machine for the Town Board’s consideration.  AMENDED to include “and cost of operation of same.”

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell asked that the cost of operation including taking the machine out and returning it be included in the resolution.

* *      

RESOLUTION NO. 344–04 – RE:  Authorize DES and the Traffic Safety Committee to consider the feasibility of “No Parking” signs on adjacent roads to Gymnastics City.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 345–04 – RE;  Schedule Special Town Board Meetings for November 8, 2004 and December 6, 2004 with respect to the 2005 budget and cancel the December 20, 2004 Work Session of the Town Board.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 346–04 – RE:  Authorize a security reduction from $90,000 to $10,000 with respect to Sunlit Trail in accordance with Planning Board Resolution No. 41-04.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 347–04 – RE:  Authorize a security reduction from $1,050,000.00 to $200,000.00 with respect to Hollowbrook Mews Townhouses in accordance with Planning Board Resolution No. 40-04.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda.  They further moved that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.

Letter from Andrew Cinque requesting road closures for an event in 2005.  Refer, also to DES and the Town Clerk.

* *      

Letter from the Lakeland Central School District with respect to a proposed access road for Lincoln Titus Elementary School.  Refer, also, to DOTS and the Legal Department and authorize a title search.

RESOLUTION NO. 348-04 – RE;  Authorize Town Attorney to obtain a title search with respect to Lincoln-Titus Elementary School.
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

Letter dated September 30, 2004 from the mental Health Association of Westchester requesting continued support.

RESOLUTION NO. 349–04 – RE:  Authorize the Town’s continued support to the Mental Health Association of Westchester.

* *      

Application for a wireless communication facility dated October 14, 2004 from Sprint Spectrum LP.  Refer, also, to the Legal Department and DOTS/Code Enforcement.

There was no further discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *        

Resolutions

Councilmembers Sloan and Cerreto moved to adopt Resolution Nos. 350-04 through 353-04.

RESOLUTION NO. 350–04 – RE:  Appoint seasonal employees for the Department of Environmental Services.

* *       

RESOLUTION NO. 351–04 – RE:  Appoint a Lakeland School Intern in the Receiver of Taxes Office.

* *        

RESOLUTION NO. 352–04 – RE:  Amend the provisional appointment of Jane Fitzgerald in the Assessor’s Office per Civil Service.

* *       

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following item of business be removed from the agenda until the November 16, 2004 Town Board meeting.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion and all voted AYE.

Authorize the Director of DOTS to enter into a Professional Service Agreement for 

Design Services with respect to a proposed Youth Center on Memorial Drive.

* * 

RESOLUTION NO. 353–04 – RE:  Authorize a Work Change Order with respect to the 2004 repaving contract.

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell expressed his dismay and disappointment over the size of the “Work Change Order” which represented a significant percentage of the award.  The Town Board whittled the paving list down considerably to try to keep the cost down and to now have a cost overrun of this magnitude is very upsetting.  He urged his fellow board members to exercise more oversight to see why this happened and ensure it from not happening again.  He said since the pavement is already on the ground we have to pay for it.  He feels the board should have been kept more closely apprised to these problems as they occurred.
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ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi agreed, as did Councilmember Lindau.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *          

BUDGET TRANSFER

Councilmembers Cerreto and Lindau moved that the following resolution be adopted:

RESOLUTION NO. 354-04 – RE:  Authorize budget transfers.

Discussion:  Comptroller Glenn Cestaro enumerated the transfers, documentation for which is affixed to original resolution.

There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.

* * * * * * * * * *         

REPORTS from VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

REPORTS from STANDING and SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None.

* * * * * * * * * *        

HEARING of CITIZENS

Speaker:
Rae Lee



58 Amber Drive

Subject:
Youth Center.  Why does it cost a Million Dollars to build on

                        property the Town already owns.

* *       

Speaker:
Andrew Fischer



Cortlandt Manor

Subject:
Location of cell tower in the Sprint Spectrum application.

* * * * * * * * * *     

IN MEMORY

Supervisor Puglisi said the meeting would be adjourned in memory of Andy Macchi, a good friend, a veteran of World War II and a very important part of the Cortlandt Veterans’ Council, the Croton Veterans’ Council.  She asked that everyone stand for a moment’s silence in respect to his memory.

* *      

ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:45 p.m., seconded by Councilmember Farrell.









Respectfully submitted,









JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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